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We often think of St. Paul as a great missionary, the first “Apostle to the Gentiles.” In doing so,  

we usually single him out as if he were a kind of Lone Ranger, who  single-handedly spread  

Christianity throughout the ancient Mediterranean world. 

 

The real St. Paul, however, was not only a zealous preacher, but also an effective leader of a large 

and growing missionary organization. He never worked or traveled alone, but always together with 

more and more partners and associates, who carried on his work even after his death! 

 

As the Church celebrates the “Year of Saint Paul” (2008-2009), we will seek clearer insights into 

Paul’s life and how he organized his expanding apostolic enterprise, which will also help us better 

to understand his letters and his continuing legacy. 

 

To prepare for this evening’s presentation and discussion, read Paul’s letter to Philemon and as 

many of the other Pauline letters as your time permits, preferably beginning with 1 Thessalonians, 

Philippians, 1 Corinthians and Galatians. 

 


