
Catholic Bible Institute – December 17, 2016  
Opening Prayer – Mark Group 

 
 
Opening Song: (vv. 1-3) 
 
 

 
  



Gospel Reading (John 1:1-18) 
Leader: A reading from the holy Gospel according to John: 

In the beginning was the Word,  
and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came to be through him, 

and without him nothing came to be. 
What came to be through him was life, 

and this life was the light of the human race; 
The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 
A man named John was sent from God.  He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe  
through him.  He was not the light, but came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone,  
was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, 

and the world came to be through him, 
but the world did not know him. 

He came to what was his own, 
but his own people did not accept him. 

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God,  
to those who believe in his name, who were born not by natural generation 
nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of God.  

And the Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us, 
and we saw his glory,  
the glory as of the Father’s only Son, 
full of grace and truth. 

John testified to him and cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, 
the one who is coming after me ranks ahead of me because he existed before me.”  From his fullness we have  
all received, grace in place of grace, because while the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through  
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, has revealed him. 

The Gospel of the Lord!   All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 119:129-136) 
ALL:  The revelation of your words sheds light. 
Women:  Wonderful are your testimonies; therefore I keep them.  

The revelation of your words sheds light, gives understanding to the simple. 
ALL:  The revelation of your words sheds light. 
Men:  I sigh with open mouth, yearning for your commandments.  

Turn to me and be gracious, according to your judgment for those who love your name. 
ALL:  The revelation of your words sheds light. 
Women:  Free me from human oppression, that I may observe your precepts.  

Steady my feet in accord with your promise; do not let iniquity lead me. 
ALL:  The revelation of your words sheds light. 
Men:  Let your face shine upon your servant; teach me your statutes.  

My eyes shed streams of tears because your law is not observed. 
ALL:  The revelation of your words sheds light. 

  



Intercessions 
Leader: John 3 reminds us that God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish but might have eternal life.  Whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly 
seen as done in God. The response to our petitions is, “Lord, let us reflect your light on earth.” 

For the Holy Catholic Church, Francis our pope, for all bishops, priests, deacons, and religious, that they may teach 
God’s truth and be his light as they shepherd the Church. We pray to the Lord… (Response) 

For the leaders of all nations, that they may hear God’s truth, and work for the dignity of all persons.  
We pray to the Lord… (Response) 

For those who are deprived of freedom and all who are oppressed because of what they believe or what they are.  
We pray to the Lord… (Response) 

For those who lack adequate shelter or are hungry. We pray to the Lord… (Response) 

For our Advent and Christmas celebrations; that they be a time of reflection on the coming of Christ, and that they be 
filled with prayer, repentance, and love for God and neighbor, We pray to the Lord… (Response) 

For our world; that all people may come to know Jesus as the Savior and enjoy the freedom of being God’s children.  
We pray to the Lord… (Response) 

The Magnificat 
Leader: In this Advent season, let us recall our Blessed Mother and her words of praise to God by praying together:  

ALL: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in God my savior, 
for He has looked with favor on His lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed:  
the Almighty has done great things for me,  
and holy is His Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear Him in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of His arm,  
He has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones  
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things,  
and the rich He has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of His servant Israel,  
for He has remembered His promise of mercy,  
the promise He made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and His children forever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Closing Prayer (from John 1:6-9; 12-14) 
ALL: Living Word Incarnate, God's one and only, revealed in glory, abounding in grace and truth. 
This child of God ponders your glory and lingers to worship you. 
O Light who desires to shine through me, make me aware of when my sheen's grown dull. 
Then take me into your kind hands, and polish me to a luster.  Amen.  

Closing Song: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (vv 4 and 5)  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/3#51003017-l


Catholic Bible Institute – December 17, 2016  
Closing Prayer – Martha Group 

Call to Prayer 
Leader: God our Father, you revealed the mysteries of your Word through John the Apostle.  Through study, reflection, 
and prayer, may your Word take root in our hearts.  Make us faithful disciples who keep your commandments and 
generously share the light of your Gospel with all we encounter. 
Lord God, we pray for each one of us to lead a stronger, Christ-centered life.  May we be made worthy to be ever united 
with Jesus as faithful disciples and Mary's devoted children, now and eternally.  May we never stray from the path of 
goodness but seek you in all we do.  We have been washed in the Blood of Christ.  If we live our lives in you, do not 
renounce us.  Therefore, purify our hearts: this is our hope, and this hope does not disappoint.  
St. John, intercede for us before God that we may be blessed and understand the Lord’s wisdom. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever.   ALL: Amen. 

Gospel Reading (John 3:16-18) 
Leader: A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might 
have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved 
through him.  Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already been 
condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 32:1b-6a, 10) 
Men:  Blessed is the one whose fault is removed, whose sin is forgiven. 

Blessed is the man to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, in whose spirit is no deceit. 
Women: Because I kept silent, my bones wasted away; I groaned all day long. 

For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength withered as in dry summer heat. 
Men:  Then I declared my sin to you; my guilt I did not hide. 

I said, “I confess my transgression to the LORD,” and you took away the guilt of my sin. 
Women:  Therefore every loyal person should pray to you in time of distress. 

Many are the sorrows of the wicked one, but mercy surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. 

Concluding Prayer 
ALL: Father, you sent your only Son  
to extend your infinite mercy to us  
while we merited condemnation.   
May we eternally praise and thank you.  
Enliven our minds and hearts  
to know your Word.   
Grant us the courage to share  
your Good News of mercy  
and love in all circumstances.  
In Jesus’s name, we pray.  Amen 

Final Blessing 

Closing Hymn 

 
 


