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"he made ready his chariot

Eveadus 1314

gfp out of the landt of Egypt equipped for batife. “And Moses fook e hones
;@f Joseph with fign; for Joseph had solemnly swom the peaple of [srae],
saying, ‘God wilf gfs’rf you; then you must carry my bones wifh you from._here.”
PAnd they moved on from Stccoth, and encamped at Etham, on the edge of
ihe wildemess, 2And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar. of Gloud to
[Bad them along the wdy, and by night n a pillar of fire fO'QiV_e-_ﬂgejmJidQ%,._'ﬁ]gg
Ihey might travel by day and by night; Zthe pilfar of cloud by day and the pillar
i B fire by night did not depart from.bsfore the people. )
e ' "~ ithefd'the Lord said o Moses,” ™
' Tell the peeple of Israel fo tum back and encamp

ea, in front of Baal-zephon; you - e -

wajiming,,

a . o=

#in frorit of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdof and the
Shall encamp over against i, by the sea. - ‘ ,
*For Phardsh will say of the people of Israel, “They are en:tang!eﬂd' in ﬂ]é {aﬁzi; il
wildemess has shut them in.” . :

_ “Ard | will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them and I will get glory ov

- ' Pharach and all his host; and the Egyptians shall know that | am the Lord.!' Ar
g ) they did so.: ) ) -
SWhrien the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled,

aoh and his servants was changed toward the pegple,.and they o
go fram serving us?’ 55p = o A

- = -

R

Svitie mind of Phar
said, "What is this we have done, that we have let lsrael

®and took his army with him, N
“and took six hundred picked chariots
and all the other charfols of Egypt with officers over all of them.

*And the Lord harderred the heart of Pharach king

of Egypt and he pursued the
people of Israel as they went forth defiantly. .

*The Egyptians pursued them,
all Pharaof’s horses and chariots, and his horsemen and his army,

and overtook them encamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, In front of Baal-zephon.

"®When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behoid,

the Egyptians were marching afier thern; and they were in great fear. And the

people of Israel cried out o the Lord;
HAnd they sald io Moses, ‘s ii because there are o graves in £gypt that you have
leken us away io die in the wildermnesss? s riot ihis what we said io you in Egyot,
Leave us alone and lot vs serve the Egypitzns? For it would have been betiar for
us lo serve the Egypiians than io die in ihe wilderness."



- SAnd Moses sald to the People, ‘Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvatton of the
Lord, which he will work for you today; for the Egyplians whom you ses today, you
shall never see again. “The Lorg will-fight for you, and you have onily o be st

“The Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry to me? Tel the people of Israel to go
forward. *5Lift up-your rod, and sirefch out your hand._over the sea and divide it,

that the people of lsras} may go on dry ground through the sea, 7And | will harden
the heart of the Egyplians, so that they shall go in after them, and } will get glory
over Pharach and alf his host, his charfots, and his horsemen. "And the Egyptians
shall Yaow that | am the Lord, when ! have gotten glary over Pharaoh, his chariots

and his horsémen.’

®Then the gingéfof God who went before the host of Israel moved and went behing
ther; :

and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood bahing them, ®coming
betwee the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the
- darkness; ard it fit Up' the night. .

and the night passed wﬁfhnuf:‘ one coming near the other aff night
*Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,

#thand the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind alt night, and made the
sea dry land,

left. 2 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all
Pharaoh'’s horses, his chariots, andhis horsemen,

*And in the meming watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down
upon the host of Hie Egyptians, and discomfited the host of the Egyptians, **clogging
their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily; and the Egyptians said, ‘Let-us flee
from before Israel, for the Lord fights for them against the Egypfians.’

“*Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water
ray come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and upon their horsemen.’
# 30 Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea,

“and the sea returned to its wonted flow when the morning appeared; and the
-gyptians fled into it, and the Lord routed the Egyplians in the midst of the sea.

2The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen and all the host
of Pharaoly that had followed thern inio the 5ea; not so much as one of themn
remained. *But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the
Walers being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

Thus the Lord saved Isragl that day from the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel
w the Egyptians dead Upon the seashore. And Jsrael saw the great work which
3 Lord did against the Egyptians, and the people feared the Lord; and they
lieved in the Lord and in his servaint Moses.
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Lnen GIgAMEsn 5a1d [0 Unapisnim tie rataway, |
look at you now, Utnapishtim, and your appearance is no
different from mine; there is nothing strange in your
features. I thought I should find you like a hero prepared
for battle, but you lie here taking your ease on your back.
Tell me truly, how was it that you came to enter the
company of the gods and to possess everlasting life?’
Utnapishtim said to Gilgamesh, ‘I will reveal to you a
mystery, I will tell you a secret of the gods.’

-

“You know the city Shurrupak, it stands on the banks ‘_)E
Enphrates? That city grew old and the gods that were in
it were old. There was Any, lord of the ﬁ:man‘aent, their
father, and warrior Enlil their counsellor, Nm-urta the
helper, and Ennugi watcher over canals; and with them
also was Ea. In those days the world teei:ned, the people
multiplied, the world bellowed like a wild b'u]l, and the
great god was aroused by the clamour. En‘l‘xl heard the
clamour and he said to the gods in council, “The uproar
of mankind is intolerable and sleep is no longer poss1b%c by
reason of the babel.” So the gods agreed to exterminate
mankind. Enlil did this, but Ea because of his cath warited
me in a dream. He whispered their words to my house of
reeds, ““Reed-house, reed-house! Wall, O wall, hearken
reed-house, wall reflect; O man of Shurrupflk, son of
Ubara-Tutu; tear down your house and bglld a boat,
abandon possessions and look for life, despise worldly
oods and save your soul alive. Tear down your house, 1
say, and build a boat. These are the measurements of the
barque as you shall build her: let her beam equal her
length, let her deck be roofed like the vault that covers
the abyss; then take up into the boat the seed of all living
5.
Cr‘fi;lézﬂ T had understood I said to my lord, “Behold,
what you have commanded I will honour and perform,

but how shall I answer the people, the city, the elders?”
"Then Ea opened his mouth and said to me, his servant,
“7ell them this: I have leamt that Enlil is wrachful
against me, [ dare no longer walk in his land nor live in
his city; I will go down to the Gulf to dwell with Ea
my lord. But on you he will rain down abundance,
rare fish and shy wild-fowl, a rich harvest-tide, In t}_u:
evening the rider of the storm will bring you wheat in
£rents.
to‘ln the first light of dawn all my household gathered
round me, the children brought pitch and the men what-
ever was necessary. On the fifth day I laid the keel and the
ribs, then I made fast the planking, The ground-space was
one acre, each side of the deck measured one hundred and
ewenty cabits, making a square. I built six decks below,
seven in 2ll, I divided them into nine sections with bulk-
heads between. I drove in wedges where needed, Isaw to
the punt-poles, and laid in supplies. The carriers brought
oil in baskets, I poured pitch into the fumace and asphalt
and oil; more oil was consumed in caulking, and more
again the master of the boat took into his stores. 1 slaugh-
tered bullocks for the people and every day I kll]ec‘i sheep.
I gave the shipwrights wine to drink as though it were
river water, faw wine and red wine and oil and white

wine. There was fasting then as there is at the time of the
New Year’s festival; I myself anointed my head. On the
seventh day the boat was complete.

“Then was the launching full of difficulty; there was
shifting of ballast above and below till two thirds was
submerged. I loaded into her all that I had of gold and of
living things, my family, my kin, the beast of the field
both wild and tame, and all the craftsmen. I sent them on

board, for the time that Shamash had ordained was already
fulfilled when he said, “In the evening, when the rider of
the stocm sends down the destroying rain, enter the boat
and basten her down.” The time was fulfilled, the evening
came, the rider of the storm sent down the rain. T looked
out at the weather and it was terrible, so I too boarded
the boat and battened her down. All was now complete,
the battening and the caulking; so I handed the tiller to
Puzur-Amurzi the steersman, with the navigation and the
care of the whole boat.

"With the first light of dawn a black cloud came from
the horizon; it thundered within where Adad, lord of the
storm was riding. In front over hill and plain Shullat and
Hanish, heralds of the storm, led on. Then the gods of the
abyss rose up; Nergal pulled out the dams of the nether
waters, Ninurea the war-lord threw down the dykes, and
the seven judges of hell, the Annunaki, raised their torches,
lighting the land with their livid flame. A stupor of despair
went up to heaven when the god of the storm turned
daylight to darkncss, when he smashed the land like a cup.
One whole day the tempest raged, gathering fury as it
went, it poured over the people like the tides of battle; a
nan could not see his brother nor the people be seen from
heaven, Even the gods were terrified at the flood, they
fled to the highest heaven, the firmament of Anu; they
crouched against the walls, cowering like curs. Then Ishtar
the sweet-voiced Queen of Heaven cried out like 2 woman
in travail: “Alas the days of old are turned to dust because
I commanded evil; why did I command this evil in the
courcil of all the gods? I commanded wars to destroy the
people, but are they not my people, for I brought them
torth? Now Jike the spawn of fish they float in the ocean.”

The great gods of heaven and of hell wept, they covered
their mounths,

‘For six days and six nights the winds blew, torrent and
tempest and floed overwhelmed the world, tempest and
food raged together like warring hosts. When the seventh
day dawned the storm from the south subsided, the sea
grew calm, the flood was stilled; I looked at the face of
the world and therz was silence, all mankind was turned
to clay. The surface of the sea stretched as flat as a roof-top;
Yopeneda hatch and the fight fell on my face. Then Ibowed
low, 1 sat down and I wept, the tears streamed down my
face, for on every side was the waste of water. I looked
for land in vain, but fourteen leagues distant there appeared
a mountain, and there the boat grounded; on the mountain
of Nisir the boat held fast, she held fast and did not budge.
One day she held, and a second day on the mountain of
Nisir she held fast and did not budge. A third day, and a
fourth day she held fast on the mountain and did not




st

bldge; a hith day and a sIXth day she hela 1asc on tne
mountain. When the seventh day dawned I loosed a dove
and let her go. She flew away, but finding no resting-place

.. she returned, Then I loosed a swallow, and she flew away

but finding no resting-place she returned. I loosed a raven,
she saw that the waters had retreated, she ate, she few
around, she cawed, and she did not come back, Then I

* threw everything open to the four winds, I made a

sacrifice and poured out a libation on the mountain top.
Seven and again seven cauldrons I set up on their stands, I
heaped up wood and cane and ceder and myrtle. When
the gods smelled the sweet savour, they gathered like flies
over the sacrifice. Then, at last, Ishtar also came, she lifted
her necklace with the jewels of heaven that once Anu had

made to please her. “O you gods here present, by the
lapis lazuli round my neck I shall remember these days as
Iremember the jewels of my throat; these last days I shall
not forget. Let all the gods gather round the sacrifice,
except Enlil. He shall not approach this offering, for
without reflection he brought the flood; he consigned my
people to destruction.”

“When Enlil had come, when he saw the boat, he was
wrath and swelled with anger at the gods, the host of
heaven, “Has any of these mortals escaped? Not one was
to have survived the destruction.” Then the god of the
wells and canals Ninurta opened his mouth and said to the
warrior Enlil, “Who is there of the gods that can devise
without Ea? It is Ea alone who knows all things.” Then
Ea opened his mouth and spoke to warrior Enlil, “ Wisest
of gods, hero Enlil, how could you so senselessly bring
down the flood?

Lay upon the sinner his sin,

Lay upon the transgressor his transgression,
Punish him a little when ke breaks loose,
Do not drive him too hard or he perishes;
Would that a lon had ravaged mankind
Rather than the flood,

Would that a wolf had ravaged mankind
Rather than the flood, .

Would that famine had wasted the world
Rather than the flood,

Would that pestilence had wasted mankind
Rather than the flood.

It was not I that revealed the secret of the gods; the wisc
man learned it in 2 dream. Now take your counsel what

shall be done with him.”

“Then Enlil went up into the boat, he took me by the
hand and my wife and made us enter the boat and kneel
down on either side, he standing between us. He touched
our foreheads to bless ussaying, “In time past Utnapishtim
was 2 mortal man; henceforth he and his wife shall live
in the distance at the mouth of thé rivers,” ‘Thus it was that
the gods took meand placed me here to livein the distance,

at the mouth of the rivers.”




